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SUBJECT: FUTURE OF PAN AMERICAN RAILWAY CONGRESS 
ASSOCIATION (PARCA) 

REF: BA-9147 

1. THE DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES THE EMBASSY'S USEFUL REPORT 
IN REFTEL ON THE PLANS FOR MERGER OF PARCA WITH LATIN 
AMERICAN RAILWAY ASSOCIATION (ALAF), AND IS WEIGHING THIS 
INFORMATION IN THE CONTINUING STUDY OF U.S. MEMBERSHIP IN 
PARCA. THE LEGAL AND FINANCIAL DETAILS OF THE POSSIBLE 
MERGER ARE. OF COURSE, OF GREAT IMPORTANCE IN THIS STUDY. 

HOWEVER, THE DEPARTMENT IS MOST INTERESTED IN KNOWING, AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE, WHETHER THE MERGER WOULD RESULT IN THE 
HOLDING OF PARCA CONGRESSES ON A REGULAR PERIODIC SCHEDULE. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT, AFTER MERGER, EVERY THIRD ANNUAL ALAF 
MEETING WOULD ALSO BE A PARCA CONGRESS, AND THAT THIS 
ARRANGEMENT WOULD GUARANTEE REGULAR PARCA CONGRESS. EMBASSY 
SHOULD GIVE FIRST ATTENTION TO EXPLORING THIS QUESTION AND 
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REPORTING THE BEST ANSWER THAT CAN BE GIVEN AT THIS TIME. KISSINGER 
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